
 COMHAIRLE CATHRACH AGUS CONTAE PHORT LÁIRGE  
WATERFORD CITY AND COUNTY COUNCIL  

 
Meeting of the Metropolitan District held in City Hall, Waterford on 18th May, 2015 at 5.00pm 

 
Present: 

Cllr. Lola O’Sullivan Mayor  
Cllr. Breda Brennan  
Cllr. John Carey 
Cllr. Joe Conway 
Cllr. John Cummins  
Cllr. Davy Daniels  
Cllr. Pat Fitzgerald  
Cllr. Jim Griffin  
Cllr. Blaise Hannigan  
Cllr. John Hearne  
Cllr. Joe Kelly  
Cllr. Eddie Mulligan  
Cllr. Jason Murphy  
Cllr. Cha O’Neill  
Cllr. Sean Reinhardt  
Cllr. Adam Wyse  

 

Apologies    Cllr Eamonn Quinlan and Cllr Mary Roche 

Officials in attendance: 

Mr. L. Power, District Manager  
Mr. B. Duggan, SEO Economic Development  
Mr. D. Farrelly, SEE, Housing, Community & Culture  
Mr. R. Mannix, SE Roads, HR & Emergency Services  
Mr. N. Kane, SEE, Roads, HR & Emergency Services  
Mr. J. O’Mahony, S.P. Planning & Corporate Affairs  
Mr. J. Nolan SEE, Environment  
Mr. E. Ruane, Meetings Administrator  
Ms. L. Grant, EDO Economic Development 
Ms. M. Fitzsimons, CO Economic Development. 
Mr. C. O Neill SEE, Roads, HR & Emergency Services 
 

Vote of Sympathy: 

It was agreed on the proposition of Cllr. J. Cummins, seconded by Cllr. Carey that Standing Orders be 
suspended for 5 minutes as a mark of respect on the sudden death on the 16th May 2015 of Council employee, 
Josephine Flynn.   

Votes of sympathy were extended to the families of: 

Josephine Flynn, Ann Delaney and Denny Corcoran 

1. Confirmation of Minutes 

The minutes of the meeting held on the 20th April 2015 were proposed by Cllr. Fitzgerald and seconded by Cllr. 
O’Neill and agreed. 

 

Item 

No. 1 
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2. Matters Arising 

Cllr. Daniels requested an update to the proposed changes to the roundabout on the Outer Ring Road.  
Cllr. Mulligan raised the issue of anti-social behaviour along the river walk area at the back of the Ballinakill 
area.  Cllr. Mulligan also enquired as to when the report on parking in Bolton Street carpark and The Mall area 
will be available; and also what was the purchase price of the old railway station in Tramore. 
Cllr. Cummins requested an update re the finish to the flood relief wall opposite Ursuline Court area. Cllr. 
O’Neill enquired about Sallypark/Grannagh entrance to the City and also about roundabouts sponsorship and if 
a meeting had been arranged with Kilkenny County Council. 
R. Mannix SE outlined that the changes at the roundabout on the Outer Ring Road were for a trial period only 
and that discussions were taking place with the NTA. N. Kane SEE confirmed that the parking report  will be 
available at the next meeting. B. Duggan SEO stated that purchase of the old railway station in Tramore was 
not yet completed.  He also advised that a meeting with Piltown Municipal District of Kilkenny County Council 
was arranged for the 3rd June.  
J. Nolan SEE requested further information be given re specific areas for examination on the river walk at 
Ballinakill area; the issue with the flood relief wall has been referred to the designers and to date there has been 
no decision. 
Cllr. Wyse enquired as to whether funding is available for a pedestrian crossing at Becketts junction on 
Dunmore Road. Cllr. Murphy requested a completion date for John’s River Walk. Cllr. Kelly asked had the 
works on the Slievekeale Road eliminated flooding problem in that area and if traffic lights for College 
Street/Hennessy’s Road area are linked to the proposed traffic layout for the city and whether Hennessy’s Road 
will be upgraded as part of the new layout. 
N. Kane SEE outlined that pedestrian crossings are funded under low cost safety measures. Hennessy’s Road 
will be upgraded to take account of upcoming changes for this area and regards flooding on Slievekeale he will 
examine and revert. 
J. Nolan SEE confirmed that works on Johns River Walk are substantially complete.  

 
3.  Planning 

Planning lists already circulated by email  

4. Reports: 

Roads: 
The Roads report circulated with the agenda. 
Cllr. Conway reported a blind spot on Murphy’s corner, also vehicles park on the prom very close to pedestrian 
crossing restricting sightlines, he also requested an update on a crossing at school on Ring Road. The Mayor 
supported the above comments.  
Cllr. Fitzgerald requested that grass cutting be carried out at junctions on country roads, he outlined that there is 
an increase in the number of wild deer in the Faithlegg area which is causing a hazard to motorists. Cllr. 
Hannigan enquired about camper vans parking on the prom in Tramore. Cllr. Kelly requested a breakdown of 
the allocation of €200,000 from the NTA South East Regional Model. Cllr. Griffith requested that the roads in 
the city be sprayed for weeds and enquired about a follow up on the issue of parking on High Street. 
R. Mannix SE outlined that the issue of the blind spot on Murphy’s corner and parking on the prom will be 
looked at for the coming year. N. Kane SEE confirmed that the crossing at the school is currently out to tender; 
and gave an update with regard to the High Street parking. R. Mannix SE agreed to arrange for grass cutting at 
junctions and will examine possible signage re deer in the Faithlegg area and outlined that the SE Regional 
Transport funds are regionally set up with all contributing to the cost; he will refer the issue with regard to 
camper vans parking on the prom to P. McCarthy, SE for follow up.  
Cllr. Wyse raised a number of issues around the city centre which cause difficulties for power wheelchair users 
and he pointed out that there is a gap in the fence at the top of Knockboy hill, a pole in the centre of the 
footpath opposite the court house; yellow lines in Ardkeen Village which require completion and a query re the 
removal/lowering of ramps. Cllr. Murphy raised a maintenance issue with the ramps on Church Road, 
Lisduggan as they are broken up and not lined.  
Cllr. Daniels queried start date for drainage works at Blenheim and also requested that an update on footpaths 
be included in the roads report.  
R. Mannix SE will check up on the works commencement date and will examine the fence in Knockboy and 
the pole at the courthouse and yellow lines in Ardkeen Village. He also advised that removal of ramps could be 
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examined where roads are being resurfaced; he will examine the ramps in Lisduggan and will consider 
inclusion of footpaths in the monthly. 
Cllr. J Carey raised a query re a pole which has been erected on South Pier Passage East but no lamp has been 
fitted. R. Mannix SE to follow up. 
 
Emergency Services: 
The Emergency Services report had been circulated with the agenda. 
Cllr. Kelly requested confirmation of the opening date for the new fire station at Kilbarry and reported 
difficulties for emergency vehicles accessing The Quay during peak times.  Cllr. Fitzgerald had concerns about 
emergency vehicles using the Quay and also requested a breakdown of the incident numbers for each fire 
station. Cllr. Conway welcomed the opening of the new fire station at Kilbarry and Portlaw and asked that the 
new station would not diminish the role of Tramore Fire Station. Cllr. J Griffin enquired about the funding for 
Water Safety. Cllr. Hearne outlined a feasibility study into the provision of a helipad for the hospital and 
enquired as to whether the council had any input. 
R. Mannix SE advised that there is no date for opening Kilbarry Station and that there are no difficulties for 
emergency vehicles on The Quay and advised that The Quay is functioning in reducing traffic speed and is 
safer for cyclists and pedestrians. He also confirmed that there are no plans to reduce the number of fire 
stations, he will report on the specific incident numbers in next emergency services report.  
Cllr. Mulligan congratulated An Garda Siochana on their recent successful open day and suggested that a 
similar open day might be considered when the new fire station is up and running; he also requested details of 
how many volunteers are involved in Civil Defence and the number of events supported. R. Mannix SE will 
follow up on these requests with the Chief Fire Officer and Civil Defence Officer. Cllr. O’Neill complimented 
both the fire personnel and Civil Defence personnel as being very facilitative and open. This comment was 
supported by Mayor O’Sullivan. 
 
Environment: 
The Environment report had been circulated with the agenda. 
Cllr. Conway enquired as to whether it is the council’s intention to enter into a code of practice agreement with 
private refuse service providers which would specify the times and days of the week collections would take 
place. Mayor O’Sullivan condemned the dropping of the collection of the brown bin service in Tramore as a 
retrograde step. Cllr. Daniels enquired as to whom is monitoring this process enquired about shadow billing. 
 Cllr. O’Neill noted the private operators are in and out of estates up to four or five times a week, collecting as 
late as 9.30pm.  Cllr. Kelly congratulated all involved the Green Dog Walker and information he requested 
figures showing the number of fines issued for dog fouling, he asked if there was height restriction on trees in 
gardens. Cllr. Fitzgerald asked for details as to the process when a caller contacts to report illegal dumping or 
littering. Cllr. Griffin requested that a copy of the Beach bye-laws be sent to the Gardaí; he also requested 
details as to what funding was received for water safety. 
J. Nolan SEE outlined the food waste regulations dictate that urban areas are required to have a brown bin 
service; the service provider cannot drop a service so this matter can be followed up. City bye-laws and a code 
of conduct could be introduced following the introduction of new legislation next year. Shadow bills are being 
introduced as companies prepare for the pay by weight facility. He also advised that there are four environment 
inspectors who monitor providers, he will confirm number of dog fouling fines in the next report and confirmed 
that there are no height restrictions for trees on private grounds. The procedure for dealing with calls for illegal 
dumping and littering was outlined. An undertaking was given to send a copy of the Beach bye-laws to the 
Gardaí as requested. B Duggan SEO confirmed that he will forward the details of the Water Safety funding to 
Cllr. Griffin. 
 
Planning  
The Planning report was circulated with the agenda. 
The report was taken as read and any questions were to be referred to J. O’Mahony, S.P. Planning 
 
Housing: 
The Housing report was circulated with the agenda. Cllr. Wyse presented a petition of 180 names signed 
against the proposal for the building of six infill houses at Island View and requesting that the green area be re-
zoned to protect the only green space in the area. Cllr. Carey and Cllr. Fitzgerald supported Cllr. Wyse’s 
request re the open space at Island View; Cllr. Fitzgerald also requested details on the proportion of housing 
adaptation grants versus applications. Cllr. O’Neill requested that the names of those allocated housing be 
added to the Housing report. Cllr. Brennan enquired as to whether the funding for retro-fitting grants has been 
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approved, she outlined that tenants request that windows and doors be prioritised prior to insulation. Cllr. 
Reinhardt outlined that it is extremely difficult to source landlords who wish to deal with HAP scheme and 
requested that those who are successful in securing a property be asked where they sourced their landlord. Cllr. 
Griffin requested that the councillors be updated on staff changes in housing. Cllr. Brennan requested a list of 
which areas are being covered by the retro-fitting grants. 

D. Farrelly SEE replied that the representations will be taken in account when deciding on the location of infill 
housing, he will refer the request re the names of those allocated housing to the Director of Services, he advised 
that the allocation of housing adaptation grants is based on priority needs and approval has not yet been 
received for the energy efficiency retro-fitting grants, he will enquire to see if there is a mechanism to find  
landlords who are willing to work with the HAP scheme. 

 
5. Living City Initiative 

A presentation of the Living City Initiative was made by B. Duggan SEO, Economic Development. The Living 
City Initiative is a scheme of income tax relief which applies in the ‘special regeneration area’. There are 2 
types of relief in the Living City Initiative, an owner/occupier residential a retail/ commercial element. 

The aim of the Living City incentive is to increase the vibrancy in the heart of our City by offering tax relief for 
qualifying expenditure incurred on the refurbishment or conversion of certain buildings where conditions are 
met. 

Cllr Lola O’Sullivan, Mayor welcomed the launch of the Living City Initiative and advised that any questions 
or enquiries be referred to economic development department. 
 
6. Draft Local Economic & Community Plan 

A presentation of the draft Local Economic and Community Plan was made by L. Grant, Economic 
Development Officer. This outlined a change in the dialogue in Waterford and an opportunity to start working 
collaboratively to achieve the vision of One Waterford, which is strong, sustainable and a vibrant place to live, 
work and invest. The plan will be presented to the Council for adoption on 9th July 2015.  

Any questions relating to Local Economic and Community Plan to be referred to Lisa Grant by 29th1. 

7. Date for Annual Meeting of the District 

Following a show of hands, the date for the Annual Meeting of the Metropolitan District has been set for 
Tuesday 30th June 2015 at 5pm 

8. Correspondence 

There was no correspondence.  

9. Notice of Motions  

None 
 

10. AOB 

Cllr. O’Neill requested an update as to the plans for summer in the City. B. Duggan SEO advised that plans 
were progressing and Cllr. Mulligan outlined the programme which will have extra activities. 
Cllr. Conway enquired as to whether we can assist with the progression of installation of fibre optic cabling to 
Main Street, Tramore to facilitate businesses there. B. Duggan SEO requested further details in order to follow 
up. 
 
This concluded the business of the meeting. 
 
Signed: ________________________    Dated: ___________________ 
 Mayor 
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